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Cultivation Guide For Crocosmia
Back Ground
Crocosmia originate from South Africa where they grow in a variety of locations from high mountain-sides, to stream-sides, to woodland. They tend to enjoy plenty of moisture during the growing season but prefer drier soils during the dormant winter months. They tend to be hardy down to around -5°C but we have happily grown them in borders where the air temperature has fallen to -10°C. Hardiness is not just a measure of a plants ability withstand cold – it is often a combination of wet and cold that causes damage. If you improve the drainage and keep the soil dry then Crocosmia will grow even in cold frosty borders.

Position

As a general rule, Crocosmia prefer well-drained soil and full sun to half-a-day of sun. Certain varieties are more suited to shadier places – those varieties with larger downward-facing flowers are usually related to the wild woodland-dwelling Crocosmia aurea and they tend to perform better in part shade. 

Crocosmia are wind tolerant and salt tolerant except in extreme places – and they are left alone by rabbits and deer.
There are varieties suited to the front, middle and back of the border and they combine well with grasses, mixed perennials and other summer/autumn plants such as Coreopsis, Kniphofia, and Helenium.

Crocosmia are also superb when grown in patio containers however, make sure that you protect the pots in winter as the corms are more exposed to the cold when grown this way – spit the clumps every few years as a crammed pot will eventually produce more leaf than flower. 

Planting 

Potted Crocosmia can be planted directly into the border – A few minutes extra work before you plant will pay benefits. Dig a 12” (30cm) deep hole and add at least 4 full handfuls of grit to the base of your planting hole particularly if your border does not drain well. Plant your crocosmia with the corms set at around 5” (12.5cm) and incorporate plenty of organic material such as composted bark or well-rotted manure. A sprinkling of general purpose organic food will help them to establish. Gently firm the soil around the clump but be careful not to damage the fragile new shoots that might be emerging beneath the surface. Finally apply a good 2-3” (5-8cm) layer of mulch to the surface – this can be bark or well-rotted compost and will act as a ‘duvet’ to your plants in the winter, protecting the corms and young shoots from winter cold. 

If your border is not ready, or the weather is exceptionally cold or wet, each clump is best potted into a 6”(15cm) pot and grown on until you are ready to plant – make sure that the pots are kept just frost-free as the corms are more exposed when in containers. Keep the pots well watered and preferably in part-shade whilst the plants establish. The leaves on some plants may brown a little, especially on plants supplied over the spring months - this is due to root disturbance and should not affect the long term establishment of the plants.
After Care

Crocosmia will generally not require staking with the exception of taller varieties such as ‘Lucifer’ and paniculata which sometimes fall away towards the edge of the clump (this can be resolved by lifting the clump in the winter and planting 6-8” deeper). Each autumn it is a good idea to protect the plants by applying a good 3” thick mulch of bark or compost over the crown of the plant. We tend to leave the old leaves in place for added protect and cut them back in early spring, being careful not to damage any newly emerging shoots.
As with many perennials the clumps are best divided every 3 years or so to maintain vigour and flowering. This is best completed every 3 or 4 years in October/November – when you replant the divided clumps, plant them deeply as the corms tend to work their way to the surface over the years. 
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